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SUPPLEMENT TO THE 


BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


LONDON SATURDAY APRIL 24 1943 


Correspondence 


The B.M.A. and the Beveridge Report 


SiR,—May I be allowed the publicity 
of your columns for the purpose of being 
immodest? The inherent modesty of the 
British is too well known, and in nothing 
before has it been so lamentably empha- 
sized as in the past and present discus- 
sions of medical planning and in the 
proposed obsequious attitude to the 
Beveridge plan. It is time for us to tell 


‘the planners of this ‘“ New (medical) 


Order,” and the whole world if necessary, 
that the present system of British 
medicine is the finest in the world. The 
system provides adequate attention for 
every member of the community, however 
poor and friendless, whether through 
Public Assistance, the P.M.S., N.H.L., or 
private arrangement, and ensures them 
the services of a doctor who can hold his 
own in skill, honesty, and _ integrity 
against the graduate or licentiate of any 
other medical school in the world. The 
poverty of the patient does not deny him 
any essential medical service. It provides 
for the doctor a respected place in the 
community, and rewards his skill and 
initiative by increasing his practice and 
his income. 

To encourage us to support plans for 
a new medical system it has been alleged 
lately by some people that the public is 
suspicious of us, and that we should 
endeavour to re-establish ourselves in its 


* favour by bowing down in the House of 


Rimmon and accepting Sir William 
Beveridge’s plan. Every doctor engaged 
in general practice knows in his heart 
that this is rubbish. The public has an 
almost exaggerated regard for the doctor 
and does not begrudge a skilful, conscien- 
tious, and kind practitioner any honour 
or reward. How often do we hear com- 
plaints of the present medical system or 
read in the papers of patients dying of 
neglect owing to its deficiencies? Such 
friction as does arise between doctor and 
patient is generated by the administration 
of the panel system, with its irritating 
regulations and impositions. Possessing 
initiative, resource, and intelligence, used 
to making decisions of importance and 
taking full responsibility for his actions, 
the doctor has all the very qualitjes 
which form the greatest barriers to 


advancement in the ranks of the Civil, 


Service or any other State-controlted 
system. 

Meetings all over the country have 
been called by the B.M.A. to give 
approval to prepared resolutions, which, 
in effect, say that we shall be ready to 
enter a comprehensive _ system em- 
bracing all members of the community, 
provided the Government negotiates with 
the profession for terms of service, and 
provided those who can afford it may 
obtain private treatment from doctors 
already under contract to give them 
a full service. The wording of this 
second proviso inflicts a serious indignity 


on the profession. Remuneration for 
contracted service is one thing, but pay- 
ment for a preferential variation of the 
same service is what is commonly called 
“tipping.” Hitherto, thanks to the sup- 
port of private practice, it has always 
been possible to give the panel patients a 
service every bit as good as that afforded 
to private patients. It is difficult to under- 


stand the need for the second proviso. . 


With regard to the first proviso, the 
events of 1911 and the more recent efforts 
by a most united and resolute medical 
front to obtain a reasonable increase in 
the panel fee should prove the futility of 
negotiation with the Government. 

If the medical men of this country 
were growing rich on the spoils of in- 
competence and dishonesty the suggestion 
of a medical reformation would be hailed 
by the Press and public. As it is, the 
public does not appear dissatisfied with 
us, and our threatened attenuation and 
restriction can do no more than make 
political capital for some Party’ which 
wishes to boast that it has given the 
nation a new health charter. My very 
strong contention is that we must fight to 
maintain the present system for the good 
and the health of the community, and for 
the good of the profession, morally, scien- 
tifically, and financially—I am, etc., 

- St. Ives. E. C. ATKINSON. 


The Profession and the Politicians 

Sir,—It was refreshing to read the In- 
surance Acts Committee’s letter to the 
Minister of Health (Supplement, March 
20, p. 35), and I trust that this spirit will 
animate the Committee’s present dis- 
cussions and subsequent negotiations. If 
this fighting spirit is kept up, I have no 
doubt that all of us who have wavered 
in our faith in the I.A.C. will forget the 
past history of negotiations, and will back 
up the committee to the last ditch, and 
beyond if necessary. For too long have 
the decency and humanity of the medical 
profession been exploited by successive 
politicians, and the time has arrived to 
make a firm stand. It is to be hoped that 
the question of compensation for prac- 
tices for those not wishing to join the 
scheme will be satisfactorily settled, as no 
doubt there will be a number of us who 
would not wish to cease to be “ family 
doctors ” and become mere civil servants, 
and be compelled to work on til, say, 
65 years of age before “enjoying” a 


“Pension. 


We must not be deterred in our fight by 
sloppy sentimentality, nor be impressed 
by such camouflage as “a charter of 
liberty for the overworked doctor,” but 
deal like business men with a business 
problem ; and keep always in our minds 
the fact that we fight not only for our- 
selves, but for the younger members of 
our profession on active service who are 
too busy to give serious consideration to 
this vital problem, but who look to us to 
see that they are not let down.—I am, 
etc., 


Blackburn. F. E. Epwarps. 


Medical Planning and the Elderly Patient 


_ Sir,—Considerable alarm is spreading 
in the minds of the older section of the 
people on account of adumbrations of a 
reorganization of medical services, partly 
understood or misapprehended by them. 
The bogy is of some imminent change 


which will deprive them of the doctor: 


they like and trust and hand them over 
to some impersonal roster or clinic. This 
fear is shared alike by the poor and the 
well-to-do. I myself, with some experi- 
ence of a salaried medical service, am 
confident that such fears are groundless. 
I am sure that our negotiators, appointed 
by ourselves through the B.M.A., will be 
able to steer us between the Scylla of a 
cast-iron Civil-Service-controlled organiza- 
tion and the Charybdis of—well, things as 
they are. But one thing is clear: that 
the change-over must come gradually and 
piecemeal ; the new service must feel its 
way, and there must be scope for the old- 
fashioned patient and doctor to exercise 
their right of choice. Doctors and always 
doctors, it is our duty to comfort our 
older patients with the assurance that no 
revolutionary changes will pass over the 
profession in their time at least. 

One word more. - The verdict of 
business men I have spoken to about 
future changes is always this: that they 
do not want their doctors run by either 
Civil Service or local government, and 
they have every confidence in the medical 
profession’s ability to handle its own 
affairs in its own way to the benefit of 
the public.—I am, etc., 


Garelochhead. A. GUTHRIE BADENOCH. 


Preserving our Freedom 

Sir,—I write in response to the excel- 
lent letter of Dr. Lindsey W. Batten 
(Journal, March 13), in which he speaks 
of the freedom we all want. It seems to 
me that a wave or miasma of State 
worship has spread over the country and 
infected our profession. Have the mem- 
bers visualized the future? A medical 
civil service monopoly organized and 
controlled by the State ; every young man 
sent to fill the billet he is ordered to 
accept ; no leave but at times fixed by the 
Department ; no chance for a young man 
to travel or go to sea or study on the 
Continent unless he loses seniority for 
pension; no freedom to change from 
East London to Devonshire if he feels 
inclined to do so and can afford it; 

lary, to judge by the payments of the 
Government so far, very likely to get 
lower, as it is always a minimum. 

Sir, our profession, helpless, unprac- 
tical, and idealistic-philanthropic, is the 
servant of the people, but why should it 
be the slave of the State? The panel 
service, in which we are quite at the 
mercy of one man, against whom there is 
no appeal, is the result of the foolish 
terms we made in 1912. Imagine a time 
when the terms of service are rigidly en- 
forced and tightened up and the re- 
muneration cut down by a Se 
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BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS 


SUPPLEMENT To THE 
BritisH MEDICAL JOURNAL 


Minister, and remember we have no 
remedy. Can you see the members of the 
legal profession enrolling themselves as a 
State service? They know better. 

Without this revolution, Sir, can we not 
depend on English evolution and com- 
promise which have served us so well? 
The State is our servant. Let us serve the 
people and keep clear of the bureaucrats 
to preserve our freedom.—I am, etc., 


Fulham. ALEX M. Ross. 


B.M.A.: Diary of Central Meetings 
May 
S$ Wed. Journal Board, 1.45 pm. 


B.M.A.: Meetings of Branches and Divisions 
BELFAST ON THE B.M.A. 


At a meeting of the Belfast Division, held 
at the Whitla Medical Institute on March 3, 
the subject for discussion took the form of 

question: “ How can the wishes of the 
medical profession in Northern Ireland best 
be expressed, and how can the interests of 
the profession best be maintained? ” 

Dr. F. M. B. ALLen, who opened the 
discussion, said it was not likely that the 
Government of Northern Ireland would be 
less sympathetic towards the Beveridge plan 
than was the Government of Great Britain. 
He urged the need for unified opinion, and 
stated that the B.M.A. was the agent and 
had the machinery for adequately expressing 
the views of the profession.. Dr. Allen 
described his personal experiences of the 
B.M.A. in the Branch and as a member of the 
Council and of the Medical Planning Com- 
mission. He referred to the regard paid by 
Government Departments to the opinion of 
the Association and denied that it was “in 
the Government's pocket.” He referred to 
the rapid action of the central secretariat in 
having the Beveridge report discussed by the 
various committees; and quoted the recom- 
mendation to the Representative Body which 
had been sent to the Divisions, 

a4 RoBerT MAkSHALL said that it was 

g since some of them qualified and 
the Handbook of the Association 
y had forgotten a great deal of its 
mo ong Some had never read it at all, 
and some did not belong to the Association. 
The Journal and the library were worth the 
annual subscription, apart from the Annual 
Meeting, but it was not for these only that 
he valued membership, but because the 
Association represented every section of the 
profession. Among its members were 
doctors or general practitioners, public healt 
officers, consultants, and whole-time teachers 
of medicine. Of 270 members of the Repre- 
sentative Body 19% were consultants; of the 
Sry which was elected by the members 
the Representative Body themselves, 27% 
The Past President, the 
Treasurer, the Immediate Past Chairman of 
the Representative Body, and the Deputy 
Chairman were all general practitioners. 
Thus it was ridiculous to say, as he had 
it said recently by a general practi- 
tioner, that the B.M.A. was a “ consultants’ 
ramp.” He did not always see eye to eye 
with the decisions of the Association, but the 
interests of himself and his fellow practi- 
tioners, and indeed of the community, were 
safer in the hands of an organization repre- 
senting the whole profession than in the 
hands of those who openly described them- 
selves as representing only a_ sectional 
interest, and who restricted their member- 
ship to people belonging to that section. 
In_ conclusion Dr. Marshall said that the 


B.M.A. had gained much experience in _ 


carrying out negotiations in the past, and, 
difficult though they had been, future nego- 
tiations were likely to be even more difficult 
and perplexing. He then proposed the 
foilowing resolution: ‘* That in the opinion 
of this meeting the wishes of the medical 
profession in Northern Ireland can best be 
expressed and the interests of the profession 
can best be maintained by the B.M.A.” 
This was seconded by Dr. Harold Gray and 


carried with 2 dissentients out of some 60 
doctors who attended the meeting. 


H.M. Forces Appointments 


ARMY 
Acting Col. W. J. Eastwood, R.A.M.C., Con- 
sultant, has been granted the local rank of Brig. 
. ROYAL ARMY MEDICAL CORPS 
Major (War Subs. Lieut.-Col.) (Temp. Col.) T. L. 
Henderson to be Lieut.-Col. 
TERRITORIAL ARMY, R.A.M.C. 


War Subs. Major J. W. Levack has uished 
his commission on account of ill-health and has 
been granted the honorary rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capt. S. W. G. Hargrove has relin- 
quished his commission on account of ill-health and 
has been granted the honorary rank of Capt. 


TERRITORIAL ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS: 
R.A.M.C. 


Capt. T. Latham, from Cheshire Regt., to be 
Capt. 


, LAND FORCES: EMERGENCY COMMISSIONS 


ROyAL ARMY MEDICAL 


War Subs. Capt. J. P. S. Dunn has relinquished 
his commission and has been granted the honorary 
rank of Major. 

War Subs. Capts. L. A. Willmowu and J. J. 
Murray have relinquished their commissions on 
account of ill-health and have been granted the 
honorary rank of Capt. 

Lieuts. P. L. F.. Mortimer and H. W_ Porter have 
relinquished their commissions on account of ill- 
health and have been granted the honorary rank of 
Lieut. 

The surname of Lieut. J. J. McCann is as now 
described and not as stated in a Supplement to the 
London Gazette dated Feb. 26. 

To be Lieuts.: A. P. Binks, W. G. Birrell, P. 
Buckley. F. C. Calvert, M. J. Colbourne, T. B. 
Dunn, J. J. Graham, P. J. Haga, K N. Inman, 
J. E. Kerton, H. J. C. J. L’Etang, A. A 
MacArthur, C. Moore, E. Morrison, R. Oddy, J. D. 
Paulett, J. Philip, J. Phillips, J. . Pippard, L. 
Ruskin, B. Sheehan, Cc. P. Silver, J. M 
S. G. Tuffill, J. C. 

Yardurnian, P. B. Adamson, M. Backwell, J. 
Barlow. G. E. Bent, B. Binnie, J. L. Boldero, 
F. Booth, H. B. Bouchier, J. McD. Brown, L. J. 
Bussell, D. S. Clark, G. H. Day, L de Jongh, 
W. A. J. Donald, A. S. M. Douglas, E N. 
Emmerson, M. Fogell, W. J. Fraser, J. W Graham, 
A. T. Hendry, J. G. Jones, B. J. Kelleher, BT. 
Kieft, D. R. McGaully, J. C. McGregor, A J. 
McKendrick, A. A. Mackie, G. Millar, R. T. M. 
Puddicombe, W. M. Robertson, A. H. Smith, 
A. S. R. Stewart, G. R. Stoneham, O. C. Sugden, 
H. W. Thompson, J. J. W. O’H Tobin, JC. 
Watson, R. H. Wheeler, J. I. Williams, R U. 
Whitney, G. Ashe, J. A. Bassett, H. I. C. Bowie, 
D. M. Brierley, R. Bryce-Smith, P. N. Cardew, 
R. D. Chalmers, W. H. Chase, J. D. Cooper. 
A. L. Ferguson, E. Grossman, J. D. — B. 
Halfpenny, G. E. Hicks, F. W. Jacobson, B_ H. 
Jones, F. M. Lancaster, W. P. Lee, A J. A. 
McCormick, J. R. McMichael, Ss. 
D. R. Martin, A. C. Miller, I 
A. D. S. Ridley, A. G. 
Scott, R. S. Starkey, J. M. Stuart, J. C. Swanson, 
C. J. O. Taylor, G. T. Wallace, H. Winch, H. N. 


Withan. 
WOMEN’S FORCES 
EMPLOYED WITH THE R.A.M.C. 


The following M.O.s have been granted com- 
missions in the rank of Lieut.: Eileen M. Logan, 
Olwen B. Jones, Phyllis Morley, Dorothy P. Potter, 
Mary Pringle, Mary S. Smith. 


FORCE 


Squad. Ldr. (Temp B. McClean has been 
granted the rank of ve ‘Subs Squad. Ldr- 


Air Force VOLUNTEER RESERVE 


Flying Officers G. R. V. Coombs. R R_ Dick- 
son, B.,A. J. Arthure, D. J. N. Smith, J. Hood, 
- Craig, G. W. ge A S. 

M. Macrae, and J. 
be War Seba Fl. Lieuts. 

Flying Officer W. L. Milligan has relinquished his 
— on account of ill-health and has retained 
is yan 

Flying Officer D. A. Davies has relinquished his 
commission on account of ill-health. 
To be Flying Officers (Emergency): 
N. L. Birkett. J. S.:Calnan. G. I. Davies, R. J. 
Evans, J. B. Foote, A. Inglis, D. G. Ismay, H. R. 
Kefford, J. C. Lloyd, H. E. Lockhart-Mummery, 
K. W. Lovel, E. A. Malkin, L. Mandel. R’ M. 
Mason, G. J. Myers, C. R. Naish, P. N. Murphy, 
F. H. Staines, R. Stalker, J. O. Craig. C. N. D. 
Cruickshank, J. R. Fountain, A. G. Hardy, S. A. 
Holmested, T. F. McCarthy, E. S. Odbert, J. C. T. 
Reid, J. K. Russell, T. O. Scudamore, M J. 
Smyth, E. B. Thornton, R. C. Rylance, B. G C. 
Ackner, J. E. Adamson, 1. J. J. Fuller, 
P. R. Green, A. R. Harbinson, I. S. Kirkland, 
R. M. Laird, D. G. Simpson. 


. Hudson™to 


J. F Swan,” 


MEDICAL WAR RELIEF FUND 
FORTY-FIFTH LIST 
Amount previously acknowledged—£48,404 9s. 4d. 
@nd £100 34% Conversion Stock and £40 3% 
Defence Bonds. 
Individual Subscriptions 
£422 7s. Sd. ($1,800.00).—Canadian Medical 
Association—per Dr. F. S. Patch (amount already 
sent, £1,487 12s. 7d.): College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Saskatchewan, $1,500.00 ; Huron County 
Medical Association, Ontario, $80.00; Individual 
subscriptions from Saskatchewan, $183.00; Kent 
County Medical Association, Ontario, $35.00 ; Van- 
couver Medical Association, British Columbia, 
$40.00 ; Victoria County Medical Society, Ontario, 
$50.00 (Sth donation). 
£45 1s. 1d.—Northern Rhodesia Branch—per Dr. 
Fisher (amount already sent, £35). 
£24 11s.—Consett Division—per Dr. K. M. Mac- 
donald (amount already sent, £22 1s.): Dr. W. 
Benson, £6 6s. ; Dr. . P. Henderson, £2 2s. ; 
Dr. M. D. Mackenzie, £1 1s. (2nd donation) ; Dr. 
G. Ewen, £1 1s. (2nd donation); Dr. C. J. B. Fox, 
£2 is. (2nd donation); Dr. M. M. Macintyre, 
£2 2s.; Dr. C. Fenwick, £2 11s. (2nd donation) ; 
Dr. G. M. Macintyre, £1 1s.; Dr. S. F. Breakey, 
£1 1s.; Dr. T. Lyons, £1 1s. (2nd donation); Dr. 
C L. Laurent, £1 1s.; Dr. F. M. Fyfe, £1 Is. (2nd 
donation); Dr. K. M. Macdonald, £2 2s. (2nd 
donation). 
£19 18s.—Doctors in the Isle of Man—per Dr. 
D. Pantin (amount already sent, £135 16s.). 
£12 6s.—South-West Wales Division—per Dr. 
Rhys Paton: Dr. J. Cook. 
£10 10s.—Dr. T. Brice Poole, Hove (2nd dona- 
tion). 
~ £7 7s.—Dr. P. G. Levick, Bungay (3rd donation). 
£5 5s.—Liecut.-Col. J. F. Ritchie, R.A.M.C. (ret.), 
Gateshead. 
£5.—Lieut.-Col. F. R. W. K. Allen, I.M.S. 
£4 4s.—Dr. P. B. Spurgin, Great Yarmouth Grd 
donation). 
£3 3s.—Mr. P. Maynard, Fleet. 
£2 2s.—Dr. G. L. Davies, Hove; Dr. A. Gilpin, 
London; Dr. D. E. J. Mitchell; Manchester (2nd 
donation); Dr. W. E. Moody, London (2nd dona- 
tion) ; Dr. W. E. Smith, Glasgow (2nd donation). 
£1 1s.—Dr. I. Preiskel, Oxford. 
§s.—Dr. A. Cropley, London. 
Local Medical and Panel Committees 
£44 10s. 9d.—County of Ayr (9th donation). 
* £32 4s. 3d.—Midlothian (10th donation). 
£20 10s. 6d.—Dumbarton County (9th donation). 
£19 8s. 2d.—East Lothian (8th donation). 
£5 5s.—Montgomeryshire (2nd donation). 


Lotal—£49,097 16s. 6d. and £100 34% Conversion 
Stock and £40 3% Defence Bonds. 


Cheques, payable to the Medical War Relicf 
Fund, should be sent to Dr. G. C. Anderson, Honor- 
ary Treasurer of the Fund, British Medical Associa- 
tion House, Tavistock Square, London, W.C.1. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 


Royal COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln's 
Inn Fields, W.C.—Wed., 4 p.m. Mr. O. 
Tubbs: The Effect of Ligation on Infection of 
the Patent Ductus Arteriosus. Fri., 4 p.m. Dr. 
G. Weddell: Cutaneous Innervation. | Museum 
demonstrations: Tues. and Thurs., 4 p.m. Prof. 
A. J. E. Cave: Osteology of the Shoulder Girdle 
and Upper Limb. 

Royat Society OF MEDICINE.—Tues., 430 p.m. 
Section of Medicine. Fri., 5 p.m. Section of 
Ophthalmology. 


BIRTHS. MARRIAGES, & DEATHS 
The charge for inserting announcements under this 
head is 10s. 6d. This amount should be forwarded 
with the notice, authenticated with the name and 
address of the sender, and should reach the Adver- 
tisement Manager not later than first post Monday 
morning to ensure insertion in the current issue. 


BIRTHS 


BATEMAN.—To Gwen, wife of Surgeon Lieut.-Cmdr. 
A. Daunt Bateman, O.B.E., R.N.V.R., on Apiil 
7, 1943, at Grosvenor ies Home, North 
Shields, a daughter. a 

Scotr.—At Bournemouth, on April 16, 1943, to 
Rhoda, wife of Surgeon Lieut. Kenneth B. Scott, 
R.N.V.R., a son. 


Correction 


The reference to the Scottish amendment to . 


clause (3) of the resolution before the Special 
Panel Conference a April . 10, 
p. 43) should read as follows: “. .. an 
amendment was carried recommending that 
it be remitted to Scotland to elect its own 
representatives, not to exceed six in number. 
With this amendment clause (3) was agreed 
to. 
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